Service Project Log                            

Your Name Christa Colvin 

Organization: East Valley Bunny Rescue
(Address) Not Listed owner keeps animals by her house and does not want address listed
(Phone #) 480-430-2955

Required Session #1 (5 points):


Date: _____9/19_____ Time: ___7:00 pm___ Number of minutes you did service: _____60____
I will be volunteering at the PetSmart on Power and McKellips in Mesa.  I will be going to take care of the cats during the week.  The woman in charge of the organization has told me that she has plenty of volunteers for the weekend but not enough people to go and take care of the cats during the week.  The work that I will be doing is cleaning the cats kennels, feeding the cats, making sure they have water, playing with them, and making sure they are in good health.
It is the first time that I have gone to take care of the cats.  All of the cats are extremely nice and friendly.  Some of the cats are a little shy and scared but not too bad.  All of the cats did very well with me cleaning out of their kennels.  It was really interesting to see the different personalities of the cats.  I really enjoyed my time at PetSmart and taking care of the cats.  It was a lot of fun and it made me feel good about myself.   

Required Session #2 (5 points):


Date: ______9/22____ Time: __7:00pm____ Number of minutes you did service: __60_______
Today I went to PetSmart and took care of the cats.  I cleaned the cats’ kennels, gave them food and water, played with them, and made sure they were healthy.  I can’t help but have some cats as my favorites.  It is interesting to see how some cats react to a person who is cleaning out their kennels while they are in there, some jump out while others stay in.  Some of the cats have hissed at me when I first open there kennels but after I start cleaning they calm down and are ok.  I really enjoy taking care of the cats, it makes me feel like I am doing something good.  Plus it is fun to go play with the cats for a hour.  I am really excited to get to see how the cats interact and which ones will get adopted.  I have always wondered how often a cat gets adopted and how that whole process works. 


Required Session #3 (5 points):

Date: ______9/27____ Time: __7:00 pm____ Number of minutes you did service: _____60____

I went to the same PetSmart today and did my usual activities.  I cleaned out the kennels, gave the cats food and water, played with them (the sweet looking ones), and made sure they were healthy.  I like letting the cats out to stretch their legs and get some time out of their kennels.  I feel bad that they have to stay in their kennels for so long but at least I let them out.  It is interesting to see how many cats are abandoned or people just give them up.  I think it is really sad but at least some people give their cats to an adoption agency and just don’t dump them.  I’m finally building trust with the cats that were skeptical of me and it makes me feel really good to know that they trust me.  I find it so interesting that some cats are so friendly and trusting right from the start while others aren’t.  I don’t know their stories of course so that could be part of it.  
Required Session #4 (5 points):

Date: ____9/30______ Time: ___7:00 pm___ Number of minutes you did service: ____60_____

Today I went to the same PetSmart and took care of the cats.  I did the usual; cleaned kennels, played with the cats, gave them food and water, and made sure they were healthy.  I think it is really cool how the cats here look different from each other.  There are long haired and short haired and all different colors.  Some of the cats that are up for adoption here are really unique looking.  For example, there is one cat that is a tuxedo cat (black and white) with long fur and bright greens eyes.  She is one of the prettiest cats I have ever seen in my life.  This cat also has a great personality.  I never realized how expensive it could be to adopt a cat.  The reasoning for why these cats are so expensive ($90 +) is because the owner of the adoption agency wants someone who will love and take care of the cat to adopt them. 
Required Session #5 (5 points):

Date: _____10/3_____ Time: ___7:00 pm___ Number of minutes you did service: ___60______
Today I went to PetSmart and did the usual work; cleaned the kennels, gave the cats food and water, played with them, and made sure they were healthy.  I really enjoy coming and taking care of the cats.  It has now become part of my routine week and I look forward to coming and seeing them.  I can’t believe how sweet and loving some of these cats are.  It makes me wonder why anyone would want to give one of them up.  I know there would be no way I could have ever given my cat up.  I loved him way too much and it would bother me because I wouldn’t know who would adopt him and if they were good people.  I hope that I get to see all of these cats get adopted or at least most of them.  I think it will be interesting to see the type of people that adopt these cats just because most people want kittens and these cats are at least a year old or older.      
Required Session #6 (5 points):

Date: ____10/6______ Time: __7:00 pm____ Number of minutes you did service: ___60______
We I came to PetSmart I went and cleaned the cats kennels, played with them, gave them food and water, and made sure they were healthy.  As I was there I learned that a man had come into the store earlier in the day and let a cat loose in the store.  This cat was either his or one that he found.  I think it is really dumb that he didn’t ask anyone about taking the cat from him and just let it go.  I am really mad about this I just can’t believe someone would do that.  I just don’t know how the cat is going to be captured and what we are going to do.  I hope someone catches it soon.  All the cats that I normally take care of were doing really good and were happy to see me.  Some of the cats are still a bit skittish but are a lot better than they were before.
Required Session #7 (5 points):

Date: ____10/10______ Time: ___7:00pm___ Number of minutes you did service: ____60_____
This week I went to PetSmart played with the cats, made sure they had plenty of food and water, cleaned their litterboxes, and made sure they were in good health.  This week I also adopted out one of my favorite cats out to an older couple.  The couple had been looking for cats all day and had finally come to our PetSmart.  The couple was interested in a short haired orange cat and a long haired tuxedo cat.  The couple ended up adopting the long haired tuxedo cat.  I was so happy because I know this cat has been up for adoption a long time and she was also a sweetheart.  I'm glad she finally got to go home with a good family.  I am so excited that cat finally got adopted.  I wish they would’ve also adopted the orange cat as well.  That would have made my day even better.  I hope to see more people coming and adopting the cats!  This is one of the greatest feelings ever. 
Required Session #8 (5 points):

Date: ____10/12______ Time: __8:00pm____ Number of minutes you did service: ____60_____
Today I went to PetSmart and did my usual, played with the cats, cleaned their kennels, gave them food and water, and made sure they were healthy.  The cats are super friendly to me now that they are comfortable with me.  It was been really interesting to see the cats open up their personalities to me.  I am really enjoying getting to know these cats and it is breaking my heart to know that they are getting adopted as fast as I would like them too.  I guess it is a good thing that they people who do adopt these cats adopt them because they really want them and not just to have something run around their house.  If I could I would adopt one of these cats just because they are so nice and I want them to get adopted so they can get out of their kennels and have somewhere to roam around.  I like to see how there are some cats who are super playful while there are others who just sit there and look at you when you try to play with them.  
Required Session #9 (5 points):

Date: ___10/18_______ Time: ___7:00pm___ Number of minutes you did service: ____60_____

Today I did my usual volunteer work.  I went to PetSmart and cleaned the cats kennels, played with them, gave them food and water, and were healthy.  The taking care of these cats have made me see how helping someone or something can make you feel so good about yourself.  I have always been into donating clothes or money but actually going and helping has made me feel a lot better and that I’m actually doing something to help.  I find it really interesting to see how many help out these cats.  There is a woman who comes and does the same things that I do but she also takes the dirty towels home and washes them.  There is also a woman and her two children who come and play with the cats as well.  It makes happy to know that there are other people who help and care as well.  There are always a lot of donations as well.  These donations include food, toys, and beds.
Required Session #10 (5 points):

Date: _____10/20_____ Time: __8:00pm____ Number of minutes you did service: ____60_____
I did my usual work today by going to PetSmart and taking care of the cats.  I played, gave them food and water, made sure they were healthy, and changed their towels/beds if they need it.  I have been working with certain cats to get them to be friendlier than they are.  Some of the cats tend to cower when you go in there to clean their kennels and such. There is one cat who has a really funny personality.  If you look at him he will hiss at you and move around.  This cat will also hiss at you once you open his kennel but one you start to pet him he becomes a completely different cat.  He becomes super sweet and doesn’t want you to stop petting him.  It is really cute and it cracks me up. I really enjoy coming to see these cats and to see what they do differently.  
Required Session #11 (5 points):

Date: _____10/24_____ Time: ___7:00pm___ Number of minutes you did service: ____60_____
Today I went to PetSmart and took care of the cats.  I cleaned the kennels, made sure they had plenty of food and water, clean towels, and toys.  I also let the cats walk around, climb, and crawl around things.  I think it makes them happy to get out of their kennels and to be able to move around freely.  It is always interesting to me to see how curious cats are no matter what their age is.  It seems like they always want to jump down and hide under the kennels.  I wish the kennels were bigger so the cats could have more room to move around and had things to climb on.  Some of the kennels have plastic things for the cats to hide in but not all of them do.  I think it would also be good exercise for some of the cats simply because they are overweight and need some exercise.    
Required Session #12 (5 points):

Date: ___10/27_______ Time: __8:00pm____ Number of minutes you did service: ____60_____
Today I went to PetSmart to take care of the cats just as I always do.  I did my usual volunteer work; cleaned the kennels, made sure the cats had food and water, toys, played with them, and gave them clean towels.  I find it so interesting to hear people who are on the outside of the kennels.  I always wonder if they know I can hear them and know what they are saying.  It is really cool to listen to some of the people.  Some of the people talk to the cats and it seems that they feel bad for the cats because they usually say oh I wish I could take you home with me but I can’t.  It is really touching to me to hear people talk like that because it shows that they care and feel bad.  Sometimes the people will ask about the cats and that makes me feel really good because it tells me that they are interested in these cats and it could lead to a possible adoption. 
Required Session #13 (5 points):

Date: ____11/7______ Time: ___7:00pm___ Number of minutes you did service: ____60_____
Today I did my usual volunteer work at PetSmart.  I cleaned the kennels out, changed towels, gave them food and water, and played with them.  There was a change in which cats are at the store.  There are now mostly different cats here.  These cats are all pretty scared and are not to their new surroundings.  Some of these cats are real sweethearts once they know you aren’t going to hurt them and that you are just cleaning their kennels and such.  I am going to miss the other cats that were here but I guess it is a good thing that they were rotated.  Now these cats have a chance to get adopted and more people will stop and look at them since they are different cats.  I did not know that they did rotations I thought that they would just keep certain cats at this store until they got adopted.  
Required Session #14 (5 points):

Date: ____11/14______ Time: ___7:00pm___ Number of minutes you did service:____60_____
Today I went to PetSmart and did my usual routine with the cats.  I cleaned the kennels, gave them food and water, play with them, and make sure they are healthy.  A couple of the cats were sneezing and kind of wheezing.  I think a few of them may be sick.  I feel really bad for them.  They act like are not sick they just keep sneezing.  I left a note for the petcare manager so she would know to look at them.  Other than the couple of cats that were sneezing they were fine and seemed to be happy.  There is one really cute young cat that I really like.  He is a dark grey with black on the tip of his fur.  He is extremely friendly and always wants me to play with him.  If I could have a pet I would adopt him in a heartbeat.  He is one of the sweetest cats I have seen there.
Required Session #15 (5 points)

Date:    11/7      Time:    8:00pm  Number of minutes you did service: 60

Today I went to PetSmart and did my volunteer work.  I cleaned the kennels, played with the cats, gave them food and water, made sure they were healthy, and gave them new towels if they needed it.  These cats are really friendly and have gotten to know me really fast.  There is only one cat who is really afraid and she keeps running and heading in her plastic box.  The cats that were sneezing are still here which is kind of surprising but I know it must be hard for the woman who owns the adoption agency to come and get them on such short notice because she mainly works by herself.  All the other cats are doing fabulous and are happy as always.  I am so glad to see these cats are doing well and are not as scared as they were when they first came into the store. 
Required Session #16 (5points)
Date: 11/21     Time: 7:00pm    Number of minutes you did service: 60
Today I went to PetSmart and cleaned the kennels, gave the cats food and water, played with them, gave them toys, and made sure they had clean towels.  The cats that were sick are now gone.  Now there is just a few left since those ones are gone.  These cats are extremely friendly and have great personalities.  There is a long haired Siamese who loves to receive attention.  As soon as you walk into the room he starts meowing and wanting you to play and pet him.  He would make the best old woman cat in the world.  He loves to sit on my lap and just purr as loud as he can.  I really hope he gets adopted soon and I think he will because most cats that look like that usually get adopted fast.  I think when it gets closer to Christmas time people will begin to adopt more and more.  I really hope so anyway.  I know if I was looking for a cat I would come and look at these cats.
Required Session #17 (5points)
Date:   11/23      Time: 7:00pm     Number of minutes you did service:   60
I went to PetSmart and did my usual volunteer work.  I gave the cats food and water, cleaned their kennels, played with them, and made sure they were healthy.  The cats seem to be doing fine and really want attention badly.  I wish there was a play room for the cats to go and play in I think they would be more upbeat if they had more room to round around and do stuff.  I find it really interesting to see that there is always a cat who is extremely friendly and fearless while there are others who are scared and won’t come out of hiding.  It is really cool to see how the cats react differently when people look at them as well some don’t really move while others meow and move around continuously.  I wonder if that ever affects someone and makes them want to adopt a certain cat over another simply because it is moving more than the other.  
Required Session #18 (5 points)

Date:  11/28     Time:    7:00pm    Number of minutes of service you did:    60
Today I went to PetSmart and did my usual volunteer work.  I played with the cats, gave them food and water, changed their towels, and made sure they were healthy.  There have been a few cats taken out and I’m not sure if they were adopted or if they were rotated to a different place.  I have really been enjoying coming and getting to know the cats.  I feel as if they know who I am when I come and take care of them.  All of the cats seem to be doing really good and I am excited that some of them may have gotten adopted.  There is one cat who will not come out of her box and stays inside the whole day.  I have been trying to get her to come out of her box and she does good until I close her kennel then she goes back in.  I’m hoping that she will soon be able to stay out of her box and not just hide in there all day.
Required Session #19 (5 points)
Date: 12/1   Time:    8:00 pm    Number of minutes of service you did: 60
I did my usual volunteer work; I went to PetSmart and took care of the cats.  I cleaned their kennels, made sure they had food and water, played with them, and made sure they were healthy.  I have really enjoyed coming and taking care of the cats.  It has been a lot of fun to come and get to know the different cats and to see how the adoption process works.  It was really cool to adopt out that one cat and to see how excited the couple got.  I plan on continuing to keep coming and taking care of the cats after this semester is over.  I probably won’t be able to do it was much just depending on my school work load.  This has definitely been a life changing experience and has opened my eyes to what it feels like to volunteer for a shelter. This has all around been a great experience.  
 (This is separate from and in addition to, your final 50-point report and not added to the Service Project grade.)

Service Project Page

Your Name: __________Christa Colvin________ Today’s date_____9/19____


Your Organization’s name: _East Valley Bunny Rescue_______ 
Address_Not listed, owner does not want it to be list_____  

How you selected/found this organization:_I work at PetSmart and have seen the rescue on the weekend.______


Days, Time, and Place you plan to do your service: ___I plan you going to PetSmart during the week days at night to take care of the cats._

Major work performed by this organization: _Saving cats, dogs, and bunnies who are strays or no longer wanted.__

What kind of assistance do you think you will be able to do?  Do you need any materials to make this a successful experience for you and your organization?
I will be able to go and clean the kennels, play with the cats, make sure they have plenty of food and water, and make sure the cats are in good help.

Do you have any questions about this Project? ___I don’t have any questions about this project right now.__
Consider these questions as you work with your organization and then write up your final reflection at the end of the program, the 1st of Aug.  If you can, create a PowerPoint presentation which all of us can see for your final project report.
Christa Colvin 

CRE 101 Section 29484

Service Report

10 December 2011

Service Report

     This semester for my service learning project I will be volunteering at the East Valley Bunny Rescue.  This organization is run by one main woman who is in her 70’s.  This woman houses the cats by her house and at the PetSmart located on Power and McKellips.  Most of the volunteers help Angel on the weekends by coming into the PetSmart and playing with the cats, cleaning the kennels, giving the cats food and water, brushing the cats, and cleaning the litter boxes.  I will be doing the exact same volunteer work that the other volunteers do but I will be going during the week day and around seven or eight at night.  
     As this semester progressed I really begin to enjoy going and taking care of the cats.  I really thought it was interesting to see how differently the cats acted towards me and how some were friendlier than others.  At first when I began to do my volunteer work some of the cats seemed really skeptical of me and wouldn’t let me pet them where as others would automatically come up to me and want me to pet them.  As time went on the cats became more trusting and friendly the more and more I went to take care of them.  I learned that the adoption agency can rotate the cats to see if other cats will get adopted.  I thought that the cats would stay in the same place until they were adopted and that once a cat was adopted another cat would take their spot.  I think this is a great concept because if a cat has been at PetSmart for quite a long time and has not been adopted then why not switch them out with another cat to see if that cat will get adopted. 
     What I learned about myself while doing this service learning project was that doing service learning can make you feel wonderful.  I feel that I am doing something great and that I’m helping someone or the cats in this case out.  It made me feel good when I would take the cats out of their kennels and let them run around and stretch their legs because I felt bad how the cats have to stay in their kennels all day.  These kennels definitely give the cats enough room to be comfortable and to move around I just wish they could be somewhat larger.  When I began to research animal abuse and homeless animals I realized that this is a bigger issue than I expected.  I never realized how many people would give up their pet or they would bring an animal in because they found it until I began working at PetSmart and in the adoption area.  In all, this project made me feel great.

     The best thing that I experienced from this service project was seeing how attached I could become to the cats that are up for adoption and how it made me feel to go and take care of the cats.  I would become attached to some of the cats that were up for adoption and just love to come and play with them.  It almost seemed that some of the cats would know when I would come and start to meow as soon as I would walk in the room.  Every time I would be cleaning and taking care of the cats I would get the best feeling in the world because I knew that I was the only person giving them some attention that day.  I really hated to leave the cats after I would get done cleaning the kennels because they never wanted to go back into their kennels, just wanted to stay out and play.  Once I would get the cats back into their kennels they would just stare and meow at me and it would just break my heart.  
     The thing that surprised me the most about doing this service project was finding how much fun it could be to go and take care of the cats.  At first I did not think it was that much fun to go and take care of the cats simply because they seemed shy and would move when I would go to pet them but as time progressed and they began to trust me I found it more fun.  It also surprised me to see how different the cats’ personalities could be from one another.  Some of the cats would be extremely friendly from the start where as others would hiss at me and then once I began cleaning they would see it was ok and that I did not mean to harm them.  All of the cats seem to be really sweet and lovable and I really hope they all get adopted. 
     I plan on continuing my volunteer work at the PetSmart and taking care of the cats.   I have really enjoyed this experience and it is now part of my routine.  I probably will not be able to go as much as I did this semester it just depends on the amount of schoolwork that I have to do.           
